July 30, 2001

I concede changes must be made. The
Democrats and Republicans should
come together to make those changes.
I think when we take a look at the add-
on cost of privatization as Congress-
man KOLBE and Congressman STEN-
HOLM say, and find out what it will cost
in terms of reducing benefits and rais-
ing payroll taxes on Social Security,
that it will be quickly rejected. I hope
we will do this in an honest and bipar-
tisan fashion and that we address it
very quickly. It is never an easy issue
to address, but it is certainly one we
have an obligation to address as quick-
ly as possible.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VIRGINIA HOUSE OF BURGESSES

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, on
July 30, 1619, in the church at James-
town, VA, the colonial Governor of Vir-
ginia, George Yeardley, called into ses-
sion a meeting of twenty-two citizens
called burgesses, from each of the elev-
en boroughs subdivisions, of colonial
Virginia.

According to one of the participants,
Mr. John Pory, ‘‘all the Burgesses took
their places . . . till a prayer was said
by Mr. Burke, the minister,” who
asked God to ‘‘guide and sanctify’ the
‘“‘proceedings to his own glory.”

The Speaker then addressed the
members of the assembly on their du-
ties as participants. ‘“Our intent,”
wrote Mr. Pory, was ‘‘to establish one
equal and uniforme kinde of govern-
ment over all Virginia.”

Thus began, 382 years ago this very
day, the first representative, legisla-
tive body in American history, the Vir-
ginia House of Burgesses.

I do find it ironic that today, when
there is so much talk about separation
of church and state, that the very first
legislative assembly in American his-
tory took place in a church. It seems
very fitting that the legislative founda-
tions of the world’s greatest power, and
the world’s foremost proponent of lib-
erty and, I might add, religious free-
dom began in a church.

What a momentous day July 30, 1619
was, not only in American history, but
also in world history. Right there in
that little church in Jamestown, VA, a
colony still struggling to survive, a
colony that had been decimated by
plagues, disease, hunger, and war, a
significant step was taken in the devel-
opment of representative government.

Think about it, even with all the
problems of simply staying alive, these
men, driven by that eternal desire to
be free and to rule themselves, to be
free of the control of kings, emperors,
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czars, and other autocrats, had the in-
tellect and the foresight to meet in
that church and begin a journey that
would eventually lead to the establish-
ment of our republic.

Independence was still more than 150
years away, but the seeds of American
democratic thought had been sown. It
is probably no coincidence that from
the House of Burgesses would come
some of the most important champions
of American liberty and greatest lead-
ers of the American Revolution, includ-
ing Thomas Jefferson, George Wash-
ington, John Marshall, and Patrick
Henry.

For this reason, I want to recognize
this very important, if overlooked, day
in our American heritage.

———

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Madam Presi-
dent, I rise today to speak about hate
crimes legislation I introduced with
Senator KENNEDY in March of this
yvear. The Local Law Enforcement Act
of 2001 would add new categories to
current hate crimes legislation sending
a signal that violence of any kind is
unacceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred November 11, 1990
in Seattle, WA. A 23-year-old man was
near death from head injuries suffered
in an attack by members of a Seattle
gang known as the United Blood Na-
tion. The attackers had been targeting
gay couples during the night.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

———

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Madam President, at
the close of business Friday, July 27,
2001, the Federal debt stood at
$5,736,703,126,894.92, five trillion, seven
hundred thirty-six billion, seven hun-
dred three million, one hundred twen-
ty-six thousand, eight hundred ninety-
four dollars and ninety-two cents.

One year ago, July 27, 2000, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,673,849,000,000, five
trillion, six hundred seventy-three bil-
lion, eight hundred forty-nine million.

Twenty-five years ago, July 27, 1976,
the Federal debt stood at
$620,139,000,000, six hundred twenty bil-
lion, one hundred thirty-nine million,
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $5 trillion, $5,116,564,126,894.92, five
trillion, one hundred sixteen billion,
five hundred sixty-four million, one
hundred twenty-six thousand, eight
hundred ninety-four dollars and nine-
ty-two cents during the past 25 years.
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HONORING SOUTH DAKOTA CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD AWARD RE-
CIPIENTS

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to publicly commend an out-
standing group of young people from
my home State of South Dakota. These
fourteen extraordinary students were
recently honored with the Congres-
sional Gold Award, a prestigious award
given to a very select group of dedi-
cated young people from throughout
the Nation.

The Congressional Award program
was established by Congress in 1979 to
recognize the initiative, achievement,
and service of extraordinary young
people from across the Nation. The
Award was signed into law by Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter, and each president
since Carter has renewed the author-
izing legislation.

To qualify for the Congressional Gold
Award, an individual aged 14 to 23 must
complete at least 800 hours of goal-ori-
ented work in four program areas: Vol-
unteer Public Service, Personal Devel-
opment, Physical Fitness, and Expedi-
tion/Exploration. These program areas
emphasize each person’s capacity to
grow and develop as an individual, as
well as how each person can selflessly
contribute to the happiness and well-
being of their community.

South Dakota Congressional Gold
Award recipients chose to volunteer
their time and talents in many dif-
ferent areas, where they made tremen-
dous contributions. One recipient vol-
unteered at the Veterans Affairs hos-
pital in Ft. Meade, SD. Some awardees
became mentors or Girl Scout leaders,
while others volunteered at childcare
centers, athletic associations, local
schools, parks, and even in the South
Dakota State Penitentiary. One indi-
vidual actually established an annual
volksmarch in their hometown.

For their outstanding commitment
to physical fitness, personal develop-
ment, exploration, and for committing
their hearts and hands to volunteering
in their communities, I would like to
congratulate the following young
South Dakotans for receiving the Con-
gressional Gold Award: Kary Bullock of
Ashton; Eric Davies of Whitewood; Ni-
cole Hammer, Janelle Stahl, Kayla
Stahl, and Michelle Jilek of Mellette;
Ryun Haugaard and Norman Haugaard
II of Milbank; Carrie Larson and Jes-
sica Larson of Mitchell; Alexsis
Malsam of Aberdeen; Andrea
McComsey and Tracey Smith of Conde;
and Betsy Valnes of Sioux Falls.

I thank these outstanding young peo-
ple for their immeasurable contribu-
tions to their communities, the State
of South Dakota, and our Nation. It is
because of individuals like these that I
have great faith in the continued suc-
cess and prosperity of our great Na-
tion. These individuals truly serve as
an example for all young Americans.e
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